Back in Time - 35 - Joseph Stevenson's Diary - 1933
by John Rabbitt

Among the documents Sameera discovered in her loft while renovation work was underway at
her new house was a diary written in 1933 by Joseph Stevenson, the owner of the house (see
Back in Time - 25). Joseph was 52 years old in 1933 when he wrote this diary.
The first thing to note is that the diary is very small measuring 2.75 inches x 4 inches (7cm x
10cm). The diary is incredibly fragile and great care was needed when photographing the diary.
The writing in ink is incredibly small, particularly on pages such as ‘List of Important Dates’.
One wonders what sort of fountain pen Joseph used.
I have photographed some of the standard diary information pages, many make interesting
reading, such as the ‘Notable Dates for 1933’ and the ‘Inland Postal Rates’. The ‘Table of
Income and Wages’ is fascinating, very useful for deciding how much to pay your maid. In
1933, a manager would expect to earn £350 per year (19 shillings and tuppence farthing per
day), the average salary was £220 per year. In the 1930s the salary of women working in
comparable jobs was about 60% that of their male counterparts.
The page of Personal Notes and Train Services is interesting. I think Joseph worked in
Manchester so these would be the times of the ‘Up’ and ‘Down’ trains from Eccles to
Manchester in the morning and the return trains in the evening. Between 8am and 10am there
were 10 trains to Manchester; and in the evening there were 15 trains between 4:25pm and
6:45pm to Eccles. If only the train service today was as frequent.
The page ‘List of Important Dates’ includes family dates as well as the date Joseph purchased
his house. On the opposite page is a sketch of the house and land with the dimensions and the
area of the plot,1503 5/9 sq.yds., and the date, July 9 th 1877. The typical information you find
on the deeds of a property of that age.
I have photographed a few weeks from the diary that shows what an active life Joseph led.
There are numerous entries not only for the Eccles Operatic Society but also the Swinton
Operatic Society. Masonic lodge meetings were very frequent, if there were no evening
appointments Joseph would write “in all night”. He was a very keen gardener, Sundays were
often “garden all day, church evening”. His holiday was spent in Prestatyn which included a
“Rail Cruise” to Caernarfon and Menai Bridge.
In the summer Joseph played a lot of tennis with friends. There was no mention of a tennis club
so perhaps he played on the tennis courts off Cavendish Road.
During the week of the 14th May Joseph was busy with auditions for the forthcoming operatic
production. There were also entries such as “Swinton Operatic Conducting”, I can only assume
Joseph was a competent musician and conductor.
This glimpse into Joseph Stevenson’s life through his diary shows how active and sociable life
must have been in Ellesmere Park in the 1930s.
My thanks to Sameera for sharing with us this amazing find from her loft.
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